
Mark Your Calendars
        
      City Council Meetings  Oct 5  
     Nov 3 
     Dec 1 

      First Day of Fall   Sep 22 
      National Night Out  Oct. 6 
      LCFVD Fundraising Event   Oct 17 
      Halloween   Oct 31 

(Watch for Trick or Treater’s) 

      Daylight Savings Time Ends Nov 1  
      Veterans Day   Nov 11 
      Happy Thanksgiving  Nov 26  
 (City Hall Closed)
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NO TAX INCREASE 
   Everyone likes to hear good news 
and we have it for you.  There will 
not be a tax increase to support the 
fiscal year 2010 budget.
   Property values decreased overall 
and that means less property tax 
income to the City.  In fact the total 
decrease in property tax is about 9%.
The good news continues that other 
revenue sources such as sales tax and 
franchise fees have risen about 4%.
That creates a total decreased budget 
for operations and maintenance of 
about 5%.
   In these challenging economic 
times, the City did not want to 
burden the citizens with increased 
taxes.  Therefore, we have sharpened 
our pencils and are doing more with 
less.  The fact that City Hall was 
paid off during the past year helps 
that process tremendously.   

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IS OCTOBER 6TH 
Organize or Encourage Participation as a Crime Watch Community 
   The 26th annual National Night Out Against Crime will be celebrated 
on Tuesday, October 6, 2009. Give Neighborhood Crime and Drugs a 
Going Away Party remains the national theme. 
   This year the Sheriff’s Office will have 27 Deputies to go out and visit 
neighborhoods, as well as Collin County Homeland Security and 
Constables.  If you are interested in hosting special National Night Out 
event for your neighborhood by being a Crime Watch Coordinator, please 
contact Deputy Thomas with the Crime Prevention Unit at 972-547-5100.  
   This event will also include a food drive.  Representatives from local 
food banks suggest that you limit the foods collected to staples that are 
less likely to be abused.  The suggested items most needed are:  powered 
milk, oatmeal, dry beans, rice and peanut butter.  Please check the dates 
on all items donated — out of date items cannot be stocked.  Deputies 
will pick up the food donations. 
   The Crossing’s will have LIGHTS ON from 6 pm to 9 pm and would 
like to encourage everyone to get out and meet their neighbors.  The fire 
department will be on-site for NNO with handouts for children and to 
take photos.  The Collin County Sheriff’s Department will be represented 
throughout the evening. Refreshments will be served. You may drop off 
any food donations between now and October 6th at City Hall, or take 
them to the event.   
   If you are planning an NNO event, place information on the 
Community bulletin board at City Hall and we will help spread the word.
Anyone who would like to participate in the National Night Out food 
drive is welcome to bring your donations to City Hall.   

Trick or Treat Safety Tips 
A parent or responsible adult should always accompany young 
children during their neighborhood rounds.  Parents remind 
your Trick-or-Treaters to:  
• Carry a flashlight. 
• Walk, don't run. 
• Obey all traffic and pedestrian regulations. 
• Look both ways before crossing the street, and always   
        walk as a group. 
•  Avoid hiding or crossing the street between parked cars. 
• Stay in familiar neighborhoods. 
• Avoid cutting across yards or driveways. 
• Wear a watch that can be read in the dark. 
• Make sure costumes don't drag on the ground. 
• Avoid wearing masks while walking from house to house. 
• Approach only houses that are lit. 
• Be cautious of animals and strangers. Never enter a  
         stranger's home or car for a treat. 
• Accept treats only in doorways, never inside houses. 
• Say thank you after receiving your treats. 
• Bring treats home to be inspected before eating any. 
• Call 9-1-1 for any suspicious or unlawful activity. 

Have fun, but be careful! 

Happenings in 

Change of Meeting Day 
  Due to the National Night Out 
being held on Tuesday, 
October 6th, the regular 
meeting of the City Council 
will be moved and held on 
Monday, October 5th at 7:00 
p.m.  This meeting will also 
include a public hearing on the 
topic of solid waste 
management. (See trash/recycling 
update to the right.)

Trash/Recycling Update 
Several residents have had questions about a possible change in trash 
service. We would like to provide you with some background 
information:  In our efforts to establish a recycling program for Lowry 
Crossing, we learned that there may be advantages to utilizing a single 
provider for solid waste management. We are in the process of receiving 
competitive bids at this time. It appears everyone would be able to save 
money and have more services.  Additional information will be provided 
at a public hearing on Monday, October 5th at 7:00 p.m.. Public comment 
on this topic will be received and considered before any decision is made. 
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CITIZENS ON PATROL 
 

   Citizens on Patrol is an initiative of the Collin 
County Sheriff’s Department, spearheaded by 
Sheriff Terry Box, that was implemented in early 
2009.  Lowry Crossing is proud that our own 
citizens, Bob and Mary Wagner of Wood Creek 
Estates, are volunteer members.   
   The Citizens on Patrol are graduates of the 14 
week Collin County Citizens Sheriff’s Academy 
who have 24 hours training with an experienced 
field training officer, received 12 hours of intensive 
training on patrol tactics, observation skills, traffic 
direction, and many other methods of assisting our 
sworn personnel to free them for more urgent calls.   
   The Citizens on Patrol vehicle is decaled like the 
Sheriff’s Office squad cars, but is clearly marked as 
a Citizens on Patrol vehicle.  If you see the vehicle 
patrolling in your area please let these folks know 
that you appreciate them volunteering their time to 
make our community safer. 

LCVFD always looking for a few good men . . . and women! 
  The Lowry Crossing Fire Department is a 100% volunteer organization that is always looking for quality people 
who are willing to donate their time to help out their community.  We respond to fires, vehicle accidents and 
medical emergencies. If you are considering joining, please feel free to give us a call so we can show you around 
the station and explain what we do.  
   People who are able to respond during the daytime and people with firefighting or medical training are of 
particular value to the department.  
 

   If you are a committed individual who is interested in becoming a part of our team, please contact Joel 
Schmieg at (972) 548-7163, or Chris Herbst at (214) 385-8891. 

  The LCVFD is a non-profit organization.  Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Please 
help support this fine group of volunteers.  Keeping us safe isn’t cheap.  Your help is appreciated. 
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The Fire Page 
Brought to you by your volunteer fire department. 
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LCVFD to Hold Annual Fundraising Event October 17 
 

   Your Lowry Crossing Volunteer Fire Department will hold its annual 
fundraising event on October 17, 2009.  A BBQ dinner will be served between  
4 pm and 7 pm.  Immediately following the dinner the results from the silent 
auction will be announced and a raffle will be held.  Please come out and 
support the fire department and help make it a great success.  For more information on the event or how you can 
help please contact Judy Akers, Auxiliary President, at 214.533.9525. 

CREEK CLEAN-UP SERVICE AVAILABLE 
   Settler’s Creek IV resident, Francisco Valdes, recently 
cleaned out the creek that runs behind his home.  With the 
use of his Bobcat, the creek is now free of debris, weeds 
and critters to allow for better drainage.  Neighbors asked 
about his services for their creek and he would like to offer 
the same service to all Lowry Crossing residents.  He can 
clean a one acre creek line for $300. If you are interested or 
have questions please contact Francisco at 972.562.1652 or 
via email to sharon.valdes@sbcglobal.net. 

   Many of you have seen the LCVFD’s Ford F-250 driving through the 
City over the past few months and may have wondered about it.  This 1999 
model year truck was donated to the Fire Department by Collin County 
after being retired from their fleet due to high mileage.  It took some time, 
but the LCVFD performed maintenance, added the striping, light bars, bed 
cover and slide-out rack to the donation.  It also took over 120 volunteer 
man hours, but having that vehicle takes minutes off of response time . . . 
And minutes can save lives. 
   It is especially a priority for medical calls as it is equipped with the 
necessary supplies to begin rendering aide. Whether on department 
business or running errands, when a call comes in the Incident Commander 
can get to the site quickly and size up the equipment requirements and 
again, save time, property, and possibly lives. 

Ways YOU Can Be A Good Neighbor  .  .  . 
   There are many different ways that we can all be good neighbors.  Whether it is caring for pets while someone 
is out of town or mowing their yard when they are ill, all acts of kindness and respect are appreciated.  Listed be-
low are a few things you may not think about on a regular basis that creates goodwill among neighbors. 

• Respect others property — Don’t ride or allow your children/guests to ride four-wheelers, go-karts, bikes or 
horses through other peoples yards.  They don’t want the damage, or debris. 

• Care for Your Animals — If you are a pet owner or breeder, please care for your pets properly, obey leash 
laws, and dispose of feces in a manner that does not create offensive odors.  Dogs should be housed in a man-
ner to minimize barking. 

• Maintain your Septic tank — Ensure that you aren’t the neighbor with the smell by keeping chlorination 
products in aerobic systems. Aerobic septic systems must be under service contract.  Call Cindy Eastham at 
Collin County for the requirements at 972.548.5585.  If your system is backed-up or malfunctioning, get it 
repaired immediately and don’t allow it to effect your neighbors. 

• Mow Weeds/Tall Grass — Mow behind your fence and along the outside.  You may not have to look at it, 
but your neighbors do.  ALL homeowners remember it is your responsibility to maintain your property to the 
middle of the roads and creeks. Mow ditches and remove excess brush. 

• Remove Trash/Debris — Haul off trash and discarded items or have them picked up.  Call the City if you 
need assistance cleaning your property. The Collin County Landfill on Hwy 121 north of Melissa hosts FREE 
dump day the first Saturday of each month.  Keep your property trash-free.  

      (All of the neighborly suggestions are ordinance enforceable, please be in compliance.) 

Halloween Safety Tips for Adults 
• Consider fire safety when decorating. Do not overload electrical outlets with holiday lighting or special effects. 
• Keep Jack O'Lanterns away from drapes, decorations, flammable materials, or areas where children will be 
      standing or walking.  
• Make sure paper or cloth yard decorations won't blow into flaming candles. 
• Confine, segregate, or otherwise prepare pets for an evening of frightful sights and sounds.  
• Remind drivers to remain cautious and drive slowly through the community. 
• Adult partygoers should select a designated driver. 
• Parents should tell older children how to reach them in case of an emergency and when to be home. 

Stay informed — Visit the website at www.lowrycrossingtexas.org or become a Facebook fan.  
Many thanks to Time-Warner for the donation of office furnishings. 

The 2010 Census is only a few months away. Complete 
Count Committees are being formed in every community to 
help increase awareness and motivate residents to respond. 
If you could help out in your neighborhood, please call Janis 
at City Hall (972.542.8678) to join the Com-
plete Count Committee for Lowry Crossing. 
Learn more about the 2010 Census in the next 
issue, or visit www.census.gov/2010census. 


